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female population is in constant circulation; and one Siwan
has been known to divorce as many as forty wives. The
Siwans still hold to the Senussi faith, but their fanaticism and
hatred of outsiders has broken down since the war. Cairo
does not seem so far away now that aeroplanes can reach the
oasis in a few hours, and the motor patrol cars bring it
within a day's journey of Mersa Matruh, instead of a week or
ten days. But the Siwans are still difficult, and ready to
quarrel among themselves.

They are riddled with superstition and firmly believe
in all forms of witchcraft. The Government doctor has a hard
time to convince them that his knowledge can be more useful
than the spells and poultices of witch doctors and wise women.
Most of the work is done by the descendants of Sudanese
slaves and the poorer Siwans; they are not paid in money
but in food, which is given to them every six months. The
Government pays for work in money at the rate of %s. 6d. a
week. This is considered lavish. But there is nothing to
spend money on in Siwa, except green tea, the only extrava-
gance of the oasis. Coffee is forbidden to the Senussi, there-
fore the Siwans have taken to tea, which they drink in enor-
mous quantities and on every possible occasion. The only
real object of money is to purchase a wife, and the price of a wife
has been stabilised for many years at 120 piastres, which is
about twenty-four shillings. As women are in a minority
and are always sure to find suitors, and as large numbers of
the men receive no money and could never save twenty-four
shillings, a proportion of the population is resigned to life-long
bachelorhood.

The rulers of Siwa are the sheiks, who own large date
groves. The oasis possesses 600,000 date palms, which
produce some of the best dates in Egypt. Each tree is taxed,
and the oasis pays an annual tax of just under two thousand
pounds to the Egyptian government. This has cost a certain
amount of bloodshed in the past, but like most people under
the influence of civilisation, the Siwans are now becoming
resigned to taxation.

The dates are sold in an open market and are taken away
by motor-lorry. The old date caravans, which once used to
come to Siwa from Egypt every year, are no longer seen,